St. Michael’s CE (VA) Junior
School
Friday 16th October 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,

Important dates for your diary
Autumn Term:
*Please note that the date for Year 5/6 photos has changed. *
23rd October
26th – 30th October
4th November
17th December
18th December

Inset day
Half term
Year 5 and 6 Individual School Photos (no siblings)
Christmas Carol service provisional date
Last day of Autumn term

4th January 2021
4th February
12th February
15th – 19th February
22nd February
3rd/4th March
10th/ 11th March
22nd March
26th March
29th – 9th April

Spring term
Parents’ Evening form to parents
End of term
Half term
Inset day
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
Aylmerton – year 6
End of the spring term
Easter holidays

12th April
31st May
10th June
16th June
25th June
25th June
30th June
5th July
6th July
13th July
15th July
20th July
21st July

Summer term
Half term
Year 2 transition meeting at 2pm and 6pm
Year 2 handover with GIS HT
Year 2 afternoon - tour and read
Reports out to parents
Year 5 taster day to GBHS (9.00 – 2.45pm)
Class swap afternoon – years 3, 4 and 5 and parent meeting
Sports Day
Reserve Sports day
Year 6 leavers at the Church
Last day of term
Inset day
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Secondary School Applications for September 2021 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents:
As you may be aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents of Year 6 children (for a
secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2021) is 31st October 2020.
Applications can be made via the website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions .

Our Website
Remember that you can access lots of important information on our website: key dates, school dinner
menus, not to mention our class pages showcasing recent work. Please take a look on http://stmichaels-jun.essex.sch.uk/

Year 5 and 6 entrance onto the front playground
We are still needing to use two entrances onto the school site owing to the Government guidelines
however, I am aware that as the weather deteriorates this pathway is becoming muddy despite the
matting. As I plan to continue to use this entrance/exit, after the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, I have
generated a quotation to make this a more permanent pathway. I will keep you informed as to when this
work can and will take place. In the meantime, we have ordered non-slip matting to cover the area.

P.E. Kits:

Could we please remind everyone to be wearing the school PE kit to school on their PE days.

Tempest Individual School Photos
Thank you to so many parents that ordered the individual photographs, they are to be treasured. Please
can we remind you that orders need to be in by the 22nd October 2020.

Our link with Manor Lodge:
Despite current restrictions, we are determined to maintain the link with Manor Lodge Care Home that we
have developed over the last two years. Next week, pupils in 5O will take part in a video call in the
classroom where they will be able to get to know residents virtually! Watch this space for news on how
this goes.
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Harvest and Thankfulness
Thank you so much for all the donations we have received for the Food Bank

TTRS Results Tables for this fortnight:

Well done to everyone who logged on to Times Tables Rock Stars this week, especially the children in
Year 3 who have played for the first time! So many of our Year 3 children showed a 100% improvement:
what an excellent effort! Some of our children in the other year groups have answered a huge amount of
questions, particularly Louis S in Year 4 – wow!
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House Captain News!
Normally, at the beginning of every year, the children get together in house groups to elect their new house
captains. As you would expect, this year, we have had to do things a little differently! Each potential house
captain recorded a short speech explaining why they would like to be considered for the position and what
qualities they would bring to the role. As you can imagine, this was quite daunting! The clips were then shown to
the rest of the children in school, who were able to vote for their choice. Well done to all of the children who
put themselves forward for the role of house captain – you had all clearly put a lot of effort into your speeches.
The house captains that were elected this year are:
St Patrick:
St David:
St Andrew:
St George:

Jessica and Adelaide
Mia and Millie
Iris and Oliver
Freddie and Ethan

I hope you all have a fun and restful weekend.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Orton
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