St. Michael’s CE (VA) Junior
School
Friday 15th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,

Important dates for your diary
SpringTerm:
15th – 19th February
22nd February

Half term
Inset day – no children in school

Our Website
Remember that you can access lots of important information on our website which you may find useful
during this period of home learning. Please take a look on http://st-michaels-jun.essex.sch.uk/ .
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Safeguarding:

Lockdown
We know that periods of lockdown have resulted in increased time spent online for children and young
people, and increased opportunities for perpetrators wishing to target them. We know that children and
young people use the internet to access information and support, which can be extremely beneficial to
them, however they are vulnerable online in different ways. Please be aware of the following:
content: children are being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful material; for example:
pornography, fake news, racist or radical and extremist views;
contact: children are being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; for example:
commercial advertising as well as adults posing as children or young adults;
conduct: some children’s personal online behaviour increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for
example: making, sending and receiving explicit images, or online bullying.

Online Social Apps
Meeting and chatting with strangers online poses risks to young people who might be vulnerable to
grooming and online (and offline) forms of sexual abuse. Apps which facilitate this have gained a
reputation for being potentially risky for children because of the types of technology they use and the
types of communities that have formed around them. Included are: Omegle, Tumblr, Meow Chat,
Monkey, Chat Roulette and Yubo.
We have said in our newsletter before that a favourite with children at the moment is the app/game
‘Among Us’. This week it has been reported that children have been sent distressing abuse images and
sexual messages via this format.
Please check what apps and games your children are accessing and ensure parental controls are in
place. The website Internet Matters https://www.internetmatters.org/ is brilliant for informing parents
about a wide range of safety issues to be aware of to help keep your children safe.

The 2 Johns
The 2 Johns are experts in online safety and have worked in many schools (including ours) with children,
staff and parents. Their website is an excellent resource for parents wanting to ensure their children are
safe online. https://esafetytraining.org/
On the 28thJan at 3.30pm and the 4thFeb at 8pm, they are holding virtual safety workshops for parents
(free of charge). To access these presentations please locate The Essex Child and Family Wellbeing
Service on Facebook.

School Website
We also have a dedicated online safety area on our school website
https://st-michaels-jun.essex.sch.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/e-safety/
This week all parents will have received a letter informing you of the safeguarding arrangements in
school and what to do if you believe any child to be at risk. For this guidance and more please follow the
link below which will take you directly to the Safeguarding Area on the school website. https://st-michaelsjun.essex.sch.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/
Another area you may find useful
Mental Health and Wellbeing
https://st-michaels-jun.essex.sch.uk/mental-health-emotional-wellbeing/
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TTRS Results Tables for last week:
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In 3W, Ronni carried out a magnet
investigation, Chloe S did some Cosmic
Yoga and Freya S worked hard on her PSHE
task.

Charlie in 6D produced this
wonderfully descriptive opening
paragraph to ‘The Golden
Compass’. He has used some
really powerful vocabulary here.
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In 3J, Gruff made and decorated a delicious
looking cake, Chloe got caught reading her
book with her dog, Izzy made a beautiful poster
of positivity for our school gate and Lilly
worked hard on her Science activity.
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In Year 4, 4Mc have shared some great examples of work on sustainability with Miss
McManus - well done Roxane, Abi K and Ben E. In 4M, Sam’s Spanish work impressed
Miss Morris.

6

In 5O, Eva was excited to be cloning a
potato! Finn produced a lovely life cycle
flow chart in Science, Adam worked hard
on his guided reading questions and
Amber made (and helped to eat!) some
tiffin.
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In 5L, Elizabeth, Mia and Rosie all set up a ‘clone a
potato’ investigation too. Well done girls!

Putting together this collection of photographs has really made me smile this week. Once again, your children
are continuing to show their creativity, positivity and resilience during this time of home learning. Staff in
school have loved the various forms of communication that we have had with you at home and your support,
as ever, has been invaluable. As a school community, we are working together and the children are
continuing to flourish. They are a credit to you. Have a lovely weekend.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Orton
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