St. Michael’s CE (VA) Junior
School

Friday 12th February 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

Important dates for your diary
SpringTerm:
15th – 19th February
22nd February

Half term
Inset day – no children in school

Please note that the Inset Day is a staff training day so the school will not be providing Lockdown
Learning.

Our Website
Remember that you can access lots of important information on our website which you may find useful
during this period of home learning. Please take a look on http://st-michaels-jun.essex.sch.uk/ .
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Safeguarding:
The ‘2’ Johns
Thank you to those of you who have fed back to me how useful you found the virtual session with the ‘2’
Johns. They certainly are experts in their field. As soon as we have further dates for sessions we will
advertise them in the newsletter.
I attended and among the several new things I discovered was an introduction to the chat app ‘Discord’.
This has become the preferred chat ‘add on’ for many of the online games children are playing including
‘Among Us’. The problem is it avoids the parental controls of the game itself and is enabling strangers to
contact, chat with and befriend our children, which in worst case scenarios is leading to child sexual
exploitation and enticing children into drugs.
Coincidentally – I had a phone call from a parent this week asking for advice as they were shocked to
discover their child had downloaded the Discord app independently and was now in group chats with
countless strangers. The content of the chat, including the subject matter and language being used, was
extremely upsetting.
The ’2’ Johns website has lots of information for parents on how to keep their child safe online. It’s worth
a look:
https://esafetytraining.org/
Have an enjoyable half term. We hope we see you and your children soon. Mrs Cullen

TTRS Results Tables for last week:

In 3J, Gruff made a cross cake for RE, finished
off with his favourite toys depicting his
hobbies and Leo made his superhero self!
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In 3W, Lilly-Rose enjoyed playing Phonics Pong to learn
those tricky words! Benjamin enjoyed adding speech
bubbles to pictures of suffragettes for his English work.

Year 4 bubble holding their own Climate
Change March and Dylan, Cassie and
Dion’s Climate Change posters. Great to
see you using your voice, Year 4!
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Billy and Kehsaw from 4Mc are very proud of
their home learning efforts – look at those big
smiles!

Sophia S in 4Mc and Riley in 5O
both drew pictures of Captain Sir
Tom in tribute to him.
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In Year 6, Jack H and Nathaniel
have produced some great
journalistic writing based on
‘Spiderman’ and Ava has worked
hard on this piece of work based
on Hinduism.
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In Year 5, Reuben, Mia and Lily have written vivid poetry telling the story of the eruption of
Mount Vesuvius, Jess has been hard at work planning her recount of the same event and
Poppy has compared tornadoes in the USA to those that occur in the UK.
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In 3J, Gruff made a cross cake for RE, finished
off with his favourite toys depicting his
hobbies and Leo made his superhero self!

It’s hard to believe that another two weeks have passed by and that we have now reached the end of this half
term! Six weeks of hard work, adaptability and positivity from all and we have achieved so much as a school
community. Thank you for your continued support. I hope you all have a restful and rejuvenating half term
and we are looking forward to working with you all again after the break.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Orton
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